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COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRES — GRANTS 
643. Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN to the minister representing the Minister for Commerce and 

Industrial Relations: 
I refer to the minister’s announcement on 14 August 2018 of an “award” of $403 000 to three community legal 
centres, specifically Tenancy WA, the Consumer Credit Legal Service (WA) and the Employment Law Centre of 
WA, to “assist with research, law reform and policy”. 
(1) Was this budgeted for in the 2018–19 state budget; and, if so, where does this item appear? 
(2) If no to (1), when was the decision made to make the award and from what source in government is the 

money being allocated? 
(3) Was the funding provided as a result of a request from those centres; and, if so, was each submission 

supported by a business case or other cost–benefit analysis? 
(4) If no to (3), and at a time of alleged financial stringency when the McGowan government claims all 

Western Australian families must share the burden of budget repair, who made the decision to allocate 
the funding and on what basis? 

(5) Will the minister table all relevant papers; and, if he refuses to do so, explain why not? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. The following information has been provided to me by the Minister for 
Commerce and Industrial Relations. 
(1) No. 
(2) It was made on 1 August 2018. The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety is funding the 

grants from internal savings identified in its 2018–19 budget. 
(3) Yes. DMIRS received a funding proposal from the three specialist community legal centres—

Tenancy WA, the Employment Law Centre of WA and the Consumer Credit Legal Service. The DMIRS 
business case for funding the CLCs was to undertake law reform work necessary to support the upcoming 
legislative reviews. The case for providing the grants is set out in an attachment to a ministerial briefing 
note. 

(4) Not applicable. 
(5) I table a funding proposal for specialist community legal centres, attachment A. 
[See paper 1652.] 
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